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HAVING “THE TALK"

* Dr. Angela Searcy holds a B.A. degree in English and secondary education with
teacher certification though the state of llinois and a M.S. degree in early
childhood development from Erikson Institute, with a specialization in Infant
Studies and a Doctorate in Education with a specialization in assessment and
response to intervention. Her research revolves around brain-based learning as
assessed by CLASS and it's correlation to aggressive behaviors in preschool
children.

+ An educator since 1990, Angela is the owner and founder of Simple Solutions
Educational Services and has experience at all levels of education. Angela is
currently a seminar leader and adjunct faculty at Erikson Institute, a
professional development provider for Lorman Educational Services, Teaching
Strategies, LLC, a CLASS Pre-K Affiliate Trainer for Teachstone, a Bureau of
Education and Research trainer and author of Push Past It! A
Positive Approach to Challenging Classroom Behaviors
for Gryphon House Publishing

A former neuro-developmental specialist, Angela has specialized training in

neuroscience and is a nationally recognized speaker. She has been featured on
Chicago’s WGN Channel 9 Moring News, WGN Channel 9 Midday Fix, WTTW's
Chicago Matters, Chicago Public Radio’s Chicago Matters, Chicago Parent and
Chicago Baby Magazines ' 202
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What Is Said in the Teachers’ Lounge: The Teachers’ Lounge Isn’t a
Place...It Is A Mindset.

https://www.gr com/i hors/What Is Said in_the Teachers Lounge Bias Worl pdf

2 Fitessotemiaby based comments.

teachers' lounge”
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If You Have a Brain, You Have Bias

* Bias and stereotypes tend surface in everyone
when faced with a child that exhibits challenging
behaviors weather you are conscious of it or not.

* | am not trying to attack your moral character.
Implicit bias often runs counter to your belief
system and is unconscious

* If you are not bias AWESOME! | wish more
children had such great experiences! Personally, |
would like to think'| am not bias but am | the best

erson to make that assessment? Test yourself
ike 1 did! Write down all the names of children
that challenge you. Is there a pattern to the
students you view as challenging?

* There was for me most- were boys.

CLUTCHING MY REARLS!
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vEchusion is Unfairly
Applied

PAGES 9-17

* Black students are excluded at
disproportionally higher rates then any
other ethnic group.

* Boys
* Children with special needs
* Children in poverty

* Exclusion associated with less
classroom order and low teachin
quality. Exclusion may signal teacher
not the student needs support,

jdCare £

Are Black Kids
Worse?

Russell Skiba and Natasha
Williams set out to answer that
very question in a summary of
research report “Are Black Kids
Worse? Myths and Facts about
Racial Differences in Behavior”
(2014)
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Chapter 4
“They Don’t Act Like That at Home” Reflection Worksheet

itcan 8 run tudent who “doesn’ 4
However, in terms of child you might is normal for students
e indi based on the q their relationships and levels of support he donut not

in their environment.

\ they are still e maintain emotions
despite what is happening in the external environment. To gain a meaningful understanding of a
student’s behavior, you need a meaningful understanding of all the adults in a child's life and the
context in which behaviors occur. Like a tandem bike, you cannot maneuver one without affecting the

other.
Chapter 4 of Push Past It! A Positive Approach to Challenging Classroom Behaviors outlines the

adults in settings. and
school situational demands, rules, and schedules are to be expected. It culturally responsive and
realistic for environments to differ from one another. Consistency is important but could potentially be
harmful if caregivers expect all of a child’s environments to be the same.

Directions:
In the spaces below, write down the differences in environments.

\WHEN A PARENT SAYS: "HE

e Education Institute 2021 Angela Searcy® 2021

DOESN'T ACT LIKE THIS AT HOME"
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English, Spanish, and Mandarin
free download

Educators must look inside the child to know how to care for him
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https://www.gryphonhouse.co

m/books/details/push-past-it
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Typical Discipline Approaches -

Page 4-9

© Az ADEZSON = WL ANDEETOONS CON
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* Remove materials

* Remove a child from an area

* Removing a child from a group
* Taking away a privilege

= * Putting a child in time out
T

“I'm thinking of changing my centers to Sit Quietly,
Behave Yourself, and Just Stop That.”

* Hoping child outgrows behavior

9/20/2021
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So, if I can't remove Research showed removal has negative consequences for all
them what about the children even those who were not removed, and exclusionary
other kids? disciple negatively affected math and literacy scores for ALL
students
Page 17-18

Mult-tiered Systems of Support Chart

Types of support

[ Trrr——
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Step 1 Step 2 >tep
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Click Author Tab Click “READ MORE” Box
Downloadables
https://www.gryphonk com/images/authors/MTSS_Worksheet.pdf
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The “MIS” in misbehavior is sometimes a

Whole Body Listening

misunderstanding of child development

Instead of Criss Cross
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Applesauce try SOS

Eyes

Sit Or Stand so everyone is safe
and can see.

Feet This honors the diverse ways children can learn and gives
freedom of movement.

enuzcaRTERLAW [ Jutie Carter

16

Aggression is an
opportunity to learn
alternative ways to behave!

“Whining is
Winning”
L.R. Knost

Chapter
5

When children say “I

When children am not your friend”
use profanity, they have progressed
they are using from dloing mean t.hings
their words! to saying mean things!

17

Bias: What Is Happening in Your Brain?
",\é‘, “ Page 48

* Survival requires urgent attention to possible bad outcomes bu
less urgent with regard to good ones

Negativity
W :‘ /Y

Emotional brain activity processes information milliseconds
earlier than the rational brain

]
@
‘.(“

7

Negative emotions involve more thinking, and are processed
more thoroughly than positive information

« Everyone remembers negative things more strongly and in more]
detail

« Bad impressions and bad stereotypes are quicker to form and
more resistant to disconfirmation than good ones

* You are accessing the most primitive part of the brain and
negative emotions can erode productivity and decision-making

are Education Institute 2021 Angela Searcy®© 2021
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English, Spanish, and Mandarin
free download

Change You Change Child hange *onsequences

Check all you will apply: Check all you will apply:

e saregy. T7 akes 46 consaTent weeks 1o
se reflection require infense TEAM reflction

create ahabit, Viorming #2 it is NORMAL to see behavor get IORSE befare it gets betrer. Iners
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* Teacher: Rarely

* Teacher:
sometimes, mix,
periodic, at times,
inconsistent,
somewhat

* Teacher: actively,
consistently,

«

b
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Okay so | already do this stuff in my effectively, often,
classroom! My research examines frequent
Dosage
22
Change Your Chapter 9

Page 124

hange * onsequences

'R[ers‘po;r?eﬁr .

Behavior is a Signal of What Skl||S the | Need Change Child.

behav1or is

COMMUNICATION
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Tape on ground cues child to keep his animals on his side
so they don’t knock down his friends’ structure.
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Don't
Change the

Child Change
the Activity

ChildCare Education Institute 2021 Angela Searcy© 202
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Only the Adult
Can Take a
‘Challenge”

and Make A
Purposeful
Challenge!

ChildCare Education Institute 2021 Angela Searcy® 2021
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Race is NOT the only bias we possess! bage
Exploring Other Types of Implicit 32
Coghnitive Bias With your table the following

* Do we all have same standard to
measure whether someone is okay?

“We had nothing when | was growing

up, but | never acted like these kids?”  * If we are all okay, does that mean we

have no desire to improve?
* You were able to tolerate a situation but
does that mean everyone is?

“I got a spanking whenever, | mouthed
off and it made me what | am today”
« “My parents fought at home and | . .
turned out okay” e lsit p955|ble you were able to tolerate a
situation because of supports that are
not available to everyone

ChildCare Education Institute 2021 Angela Searcy© 202
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Table Talk: Anecdotal Evidence VS.

Evidence-based Do all sources share the w50 we'll be talking with Dr, Jenkins of the
same weight? National Institutes of Health about the results
Page of his three year study. And then for a different
33 take we'll talk to Roger here, who T understand

has reached the opposite conclusion just by
sitting on his couch and speculating.

* “Time out made me behave. Why
shouldn’t it work for kids nowadays?”

* That strategy will never work. So n so
tried it and now they misbehavior
more!”

* We put limits on our learning when we
restrict ourselves to only taking lessons
from personal feelings and
experiences.

» Research and experience are not in
conflict with one another! Both can
coexist in your learning and strategies

ChildCare Education In:
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Page
34

Table Talk: Hazards of Nostalgia

When challenging behaviors occur. we find
comfort in reminiscing about how we did
things “back in the day”

* Longing for the past is one way to cope with
the present

But logically both past and present contain
ood and bad elements and if you only look
at what was good about the past and only
what is bad about the present you have lost
balance.
It can be counterproductive if it is the sole
focus and is used to avoid the present or
causes us to miss out on new strategies
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Work smarter, not harder & &
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Change You Change

ek G duscrite an v il Gppty Adult ekt o destiibs il g Wil ety

Check or deseribe all you

the hange  onsequences

Ve i 1 All 1t gies epphieal should b given 4-6 Cormis e weeks 10
create  habit. Siviz

ChildCare Education Institute

work Defare upplying @ ne s ralegy. 11 lukes -6 corsi el week &
Tt brvontion

AL to 225 behavior get WORSE before it gets better. In 1 roquires intenes TEAM reflection.

33

11



9/20/2021

https://www.gryph com/i hors/Three Phases of ion.pdf

The SR Cycle

Trying tme is a contiruous cycle of five steps:

1. Respond SVOND &

2. Record é ‘bﬁ
3. Reflect (]
4. Revise S
5. Repeat ﬁ 0
_ o g
These steps explain what you should do and wht you ¢ Iy
should expect t each phase of implementztion for \?
chellenging-behavior pian Let's lcok at each step in datail 98[43“
Chapter 8
Page 141
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Let’s stay connected asearcya@aol.com 708-845-2343

*Angela Nelson-Searcy
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